
Incision versus Excision of the Knee in Children.—At the last
annual meeting of the British Medical Association, Dr. Edward Lund argu-
ed that, in a large proportion of cases under twelve to fifteen years of age,
the incision was the better operation. The mode of procedure was pecu-
liar, inasmuch as he only opened the joint by an incision in its external side,
and through thiSj by means of a curved cutting hooked knife, which was
passed into the joint, or so much of the natural cavity as remained, all adhe-
sions were broken down, or cut through, so as to permit the bones to be re-
placed in a straight line. It was rarely possible to do this immediately, on
account of the construction of the tendons; but several contrivances were
shown by which, by the use of elastic India-rubber bands, long-continued
slight pressure produced excellent results, and firm, straight anchylosis of
the knee was the result. It was, however, one essential condition of the ope-
ration that it should be conducted entirely upon Mr. Lister's system of anti-
septic dressing, for without these precautions it might, in many cases, prove
a hazardous proceeding.—The British Medical Journal.

"Nothing New Under the Sun.—Doctor Mordtmann, of Constanti-
nople, publishes, in the Guzctte Médicale de VOrient, some curious details he
has discovered in some old Oriental chronicles, tending to show that the
Siamese twins, as well as the sisters Milly and Christine, had prototypes in
former times. According to these Byzantine chronicles, there came from
Armenia to Constantinople in the year 744, a monster, consisting of two
children born of one mother. These children were attached to one another
at the epigastrium, so that they faced each other, the other parts of their
bodies being regularly formed. During their sojourn in tho Byzantine capi-
tal numbers flocked to see this monstrosity ; but as tho twins were super-
stitiously regarded by tho ecclesiastical authorities as being of bad augury,
they were expelled the city, to return again when a comparatively enlight-
ened emperor ascended the throne of the Caesars. One of these twins died,
and one of tho most skilful physicians endeavored to divide the survivor from
the corpse at tho point of juncture, in the hope of saving liis life. The ope-
ration, however, only served to prolong its duration for three days.—The
London Medical Record.

NOTES AND QUERIES

The Doctors (of Divinity) Disaoiiee.—The Bishop of Lincoln says that cromation
destroys all hope of a " resurrection of the body." The Bishop of Manchester finds abun-
dant reason for believing tho contrary. Meanwhile, until this important mutter is settled,
let us bo buried in the old fashioned way and enjoy tho prospect of having our corrupti-
ble part washed away into neighboring streamlets and wells. •„*
Mortality in Massachusetts —Deaths in seventeen Cities and Townsfor the week endingOctober 17, 1874.

Boston, 133; Worcester, 18; Lowell, 24 ; Milford, 3 ; Chelsea, 4; Cambridge, 23 ; Salem,16; Lawrence, 16; Springfield, 9; Lynn,7; Gloucester, 3; Fitchburg, 1; Newburyport, 5;
Somerville, 15; Fall River, 16; llavcrhill, 7; Holyoke, 9. Total, 308.

Prevalent Diseases.—Consumption, 48 ; cholera infantum, 27 ; scarfct fever, 17 ; typhoidfever, 17; pneumonia, 15; diarrhoea und dysentery, 10.
Boston reports one death from cerebro-spinul meningitis.

CHAS. F. FOLSOM, M.D.
Secretary of the State Board of Health.

Deaths in Boston for the week ending Saturday, Oct. 24, 140 Malos. 71: females.
69. Accident, 6; apoplexy, 1; inflammation of the"bowels, 2; disease of the bladder, 1;
bronchitis, 3 ; inflammation of the brain, 1 ; disease of tho brain, 4 ; burned, 3 ; cyanosis, 1 ;
cancer, 2; cholera infuntum, 6; cholera morbus, 1 ; consumption, 30; convulsions, 3 ; de-
bility, 3; diarrhoea, 6; dropsy of the brain, 3; dysentery, 1; diphtheria, 1; diabetes, 1;
exhaustion, 1; intermittent fever, 1 ; scarlet fever, 4; typhoid fever, 8; gastritis, 1 ; gas-
tric ulcor, 1; disease of the heart, 4; discaso of tho kidneys, 1; congestion of the lungs, 3;
inflammation of the lungs, 3; laryngitis, 1; marasmus, 11; old age, 1; paralysis, 2; pre-
mature birth, 7; peritonitis, 2; puerperal disease, 4; pyamiia, 1; quinsy, 2; senile demen-
tia, 1 ; tabes mesentcrica, 1 ; tetanus, 1 ; tumor, 1.

Under o years of ago, 58; between 6 and 20 years, 12; between 20 and 40 years, 31;
between 40 and 60 years, 22; over 60 years, 17. Born in tho United States, 108; Ireland,22; other places, 10.
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